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Hockey is taking steps to reduce its carbon footprint, for good reason: more than other pro
sports, it depends on cold weather and clean water.
Jim Wilkes / TORONTO STAR
Young and old hockey stars reach for the puck in a game of shinny on a frozen pond in Palgrave,
something the NHL worries may become less possible at the climate changes.
There’s a lot to be worried about when it comes to global warming and climate change: Rising
sea levels, killer heat waves, extreme storms, to a name a few.
Now comes word it might affect hockey.
So if the doomsayers haven’t gotten your attention about the dangers of rising temperatures,
Canada, then maybe the NHL’s warning that it will affect the future of the sport will.
The National Hockey League released its Sustainability Report, an annual review of how the
league and its member teams are tackling environmental concerns, and issued with it a warning
in a letter from commissioner Gary Bettman.
“Our sport can trace its roots to frozen freshwater ponds, to cold climates,” said Bettman.
“Major environmental challenges, such as climate change and freshwater scarcity, affect
opportunities for hockey players of all ages to learn and play the game outdoors.”
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The NHL’s “Green” initiatives — which include some remarkable environmental moves by the
Toronto Maple Leafs -- have drawn praise from those on the leading edge to fight global
warming.
“Global warming threatens Canada’s advantage over other countries in hockey,” said professor
Danny Harvey, of the University of Toronto geography faculty. “We know that Wayne Gretzky
and Mario Lemieux and the Staal brothers — a lot of elite Canadian hockey players — got good
because of the hours and hours of unstructured time they could spend playing on natural
outdoor rinks in their backyards.
“As the climate warms, we’re going to lose that. It’s not the same thing playing structured
hockey in an indoor arena. You need those hours and hours of unstructured creative play.
That’s one of the advantages we have.
“If we want to keep winning those Olympic gold medals in hockey, you’d better hope it doesn’t
warm up too much.”
Far more than hockey is affected, of course, and Harvey noted that businesses affected by
climate change are starting to get concerned: ski operators in Colorado have issued statements
similar to those of Bettman.
Vineyards, coastal communities, the agricultural sector, even insurance companies that deal
with the aftermath of more frequent violent storms, are scrutinizing the economic impact of
global warming.
The NHL’s report — part of the league’s NHL Green campaign — is touted as the first of its kind
produced by a major sports league in North America. It examines the league’s carbon footprint
and measures teams’ success in reducing waste and recycling.
“This document is an important reminder to all sports fans, leagues, teams and businesses that
while natural hockey ice might be the ‘canary in the coal mine’ when it comes to the effects of
climate change on sports, the effects of climate disruption are a challenge to all leagues and
businesses, and we must take meaningful action to reverse course,” said Dr. Allen Hershkowitz
of the Natural Resources Defense Council, who helped compile the report.
The Maple Leafs, for example, reduced by 74 per cent the amount of landfill waste produced at
the Air Canada Centre since 2007 when Maple Leafs Sports and Entertainment started its Team
Up Green campaign. All unsold food from Leafs games goes to Second Harvest while food
waste is turned into a safe, nutrient-rich effluent — in-house, meaning no need for trucks on
roads — thanks to a food disposal system called Orca. The Orca system accelerates the
breakdown of food waste by adding micro-organisms and water to the composting process.
“It’s efficient that it’s not in landfill, it’s efficient that it’s not being transported and we’re taking
trucks off the road,” said Bryan Leslie, the director of building operations and Team Up Green at
MLSE.
Other Leafs initiatives: They removed chemicals from the playing ice by using a reverse-osmosis
system; the building’s cooling system was modified; old cooking oil is converted into biodiesel;
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and incandescent bulbs and inefficient fluorescent lights were replaced with energy-efficient
LEDs.
“We took a holistic approach to what we are doing from an energy standpoint,” said Leslie. “I
asked the engineers to wear a green hat when they’re doing what they’re doing, and think
about the outcome of their decisions.”
The Leafs do it because they think it’s important.
“We care,” said Leslie. “Just the same way I chase my kids around my house to shut the lights
off, I do that in this house (the ACC).
“The way the world is going, the Gen-Yers, the next generation, were born recycling. They have
this in their blood, and if we don’t do it, as employees they might not stay, and as fans they
might not stay. We don’t want that.”
Leslie said MLSE is always looking for a return on investment (ROI) in all its endeavors, including
new green endeavors. “Everything we’ve done has had a very good ROI. Some things aren’t an
ROI in dollars, though. Some things are an environmental ROI.”
The league also disclosed that its carbon footprint — approximately 530,000 tonnes of
greenhouse gas emissions per year. This number accounts for league and club business
activities and travel for over 182 game days, 1,230 regular-season games, over 60 playoff
contests and nearly 3.2 million kilometres of team air travel per season.
By way of comparison, annual emissions from the single largest coal power plant in the United
States total 23 million tonnes, according to the report.
“At the NHL, we recognize that we have great responsibility for the way we conduct our
business, and we are uniquely positioned to promote the environmental message.” Bettman
wrote that the effort to reduce the NHL’s environment impact “is not only the right thing to do
for the environment, but is also a core strategy for the long-term success of our league.
“We have a vested interest in this cause,” Bettman wrote. “As a business, we rely on fresh
water to make our ice, on energy to fuel our operations and on healthy communities for our
athletes, employees and fans to live, work and play.”
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July 27, 2010
Oxfam: Guide to Free Prior and Informed Consent
This guide is an introduction to Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC). It provides basic
information about the right to FPIC and how this right can help people to have a say about
development projects, such as dams, mines and, logging and other large infrastructure projects,
which affect them in some way.
We all have the right to decide what happens to our own lands. This principle is protected by
international human rights law as “all peoples have the right to self-determination” and linked
to the right to self determination, “all peoples have the right to freely pursue their economic,
social and cultural development”.
The guide is designed to assist the organisations supporting communities affected by largescale development projects. It is a practical tool to facilitate dialogue between communities and
the project developers - including companies, government and financiers. The guide contains a
practical seven step framework which aims to assist Indigenous Peoples affected by a project to
collectively claim their right to FPIC. It also outlines the same principles as they apply to all
project-affected communities. It includes a section as a resource to help communities
understand their rights, with useful tips and information. The guide also contains some “red
flags” describing what can go wrong and difficulties that communities may encounter.
- See more at: https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/oxfam-guide-free-prior-and-informed-consent
Used with Permission

Free Prior Informed Consent
According to the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Indigenous communities
have the right to give their Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) to proposed projects that
may affect their lands, resources, livelihoods, and communities. This means that Indigenous
communities have the right to decide whether they want companies or governments to mine,
deforest, or in other ways develop their lands, and they have the right to make informed
decisions through culturally relevant processes.
See more at http://www.culturalsurvival.org/consent
Used with permission
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Country Resources: Consideration and examination of wealth and sustainability
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Climate Change Research Organizer
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Impact of Environmental Change on Indigenous People
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Name: ______________________________
Personal Happiness Think Sheet
1. What does our society often tell us we need to be happy?

2. Think about a time when you were ecstatically happy. Describe the situation.

3. What do you feel you need in your life to be happy?
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Happy Country/Planet
1. Compare the Happy Planet Index and the OECD Better Life Index. Which index do you think
provides a more accurate representation of a countries’ ‘Happiness’? Explain why you
made your choice.

2. From discussions in class and your previous knowledge, what do you feel the government
focuses on when they are trying to get us to vote for them?

3. The common good is a specific "good" that is shared and beneficial for all or most members
of a given community.
In your opinion, what is government’s responsibility to sustain and address common good?
Do you think our government does a good job of this? Support your opinion with examples.
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